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felves, with the greateft application to war, amidf |
all the foftenings of luxury and pleafure; which
feems to me, to be a circumftance, in which thiey
were never imitated by any nation in' the world, |
The Romans were not folicitous to improve
commerce, or cultivate the fciences,’ but ranke] |
them among the attentions proper for flaves.(s); |
we may except, indeed, fome particular perfons,
who had received their freedom, and perfifted in
their former induftry. But their knowlege, in ge
neral, was confined to the art of war, which was
the only track (4) by which they could arriveat |
promotions in the magiftracy, and other ftations of |
honour; for which reafon, their military virtues
fubfifted after all the reft were extinguithed.

AP T B R X{

OFf Syrra, Powmrey, and Carsas

from the horrors of the wars between Marius

E antreat the reader’s permiffionto turn my.eye

and Sylla; Appian has collefted all the dreadful |

particulars inte his hiftory: befides the jealoufy,
ambition, and barbarity of the two chiefs, e
particular Roman was infatnated with fury; the

{a) Cic. Offic. I. 1. cap. 42. Illiberales et fordidi quaeflis
mercenariorum omniim, qQuOrum operae, non-quorum artes emuis
tur: eft enim illis ipfa merces au@oramentum fepvitutis. The
merchants, adds that author, raife no profit, unlefs they falfify
their word. Agriculture is the nobleft of all arts, and moft
worthy of a man in a ftate of freedom.

(b) They were obliged to ferve ten years, between the 22
of fixteen years and forty feven, Polyb. L vi.
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