efars

that
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of Gaul which. was diflinguithed by the name of
Tranfalpine.
. As the politics of thofe times did not permit ar-
mies to be ftationed near Rome, fo neither would
they fuffer Im%g*b‘efmirely deftitute of troops;
for which reafen, coniiderable forces were quar-
tered in Cifalpine Gaul, a country which extends
from the Rubicon, @ little river: in Romania, to
the Alps: but in order to fecure the city of Reme
againﬂ thofe troops, the fenatf; pafled that famous
edit, which is to be feenengraved, in the road
pear Rimini, by which they folemnly devoted to
the infernal gods, and branded: with facrilege and
parricide, any perfon whatever, who {hould pre-
fume to- pafs the Rubicon, with an army, a legion,
or a fingle cobort.

To a government of that importance as to keep
the city in awe, another was added which proved
fill more confiderable, and that was all the Tranf-
alpine Gaul, which comprehended the fouthern parts
of France, where Caefar had for {everal years an
opporrunity of profecuting war again{t as many na-
tions as he pleafed ; by which means his foldiers ad-
vanced in:yeers as well as himfelf, and were con-
quered by him, in their turn, as well as the barba-
rians. Had Caefar not been entrufted with the go-
vernment of Tranfalpine Gaul, he could not have
corrupted his traeps, nor rendered 'his name vene-
rable to them by fo-many victories; and had he not
enjoyed Cifalpine Gaul, Pompey might have ftop-
ped him at the pafs of the Alps, whereas he was
compelled to retire from Italy, when the war be-
gan, which made him lofe among his own party
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