112 The R1sE and FALL of the

% joys grear advantages over others, whofe fubjeds
*are generally citizens. Befides, civil wars always
produce great men, becaufe, in the univerfal confy.
fiont which then reigns, thofe who are diftinguifhel
by any particular merit, have a favourable opport
nity of mraking themfelves confpicuous: eacl of
thefe perfons ranges himfelf in a fuitable fituation,
whereas in times of peace they are ftationed by o
thers, and generally very injudicioufly. We fhal
pafs from the Romans, and enquire for inftanc
of this truth, in nations that are more modern ; an{
among thefe, France was never fo formidable abroa,
as after the contentions between the houfes of Bur-
gundy and Orleans, after the troubles of the league,
after the civil wars in the minority of Lewis the
thirteenth, and after the national diffenfions in the
nonage of Lewis the fourteenth. England was ne
ver fo much refpected as in the time of Cromwel,
after the wars of the long parliament. The Ger
mans did not gain their fuperiority over the Turks,
till after the civil wars of the empire. The Sp
niards, under Philip the fifth, and immediately af
ter the civil wars that were kindled by the fuccef

fion, invaded Sicily with fuch a force as aftonifhel |
all Europe ; and we now fee the Perfians rifing from |

the alhes of a civil war, and humbling the Ottoma
power.,

In a word, the republic was at laft enflaved, and
we are not to charge that calamity on the ambition
of particular perfons, but fhould rather impute i
to the difpofition of man in general, whole cravings
after power are always moft infatiable, when bt
enjoys the greateft fhare, and who only defires ¢
whole, becaufe he pofleffes a large part.
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