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Wemay fee, in the letters (2) of fome great men

f that time, though they paffed” under Cicero’s
qme, becaufe moft of them were writtens by him-
fif, into what dejection and defpair perfons of the
gt rank in the republic were funk by this fud-
jn revolution, which divefted them of their ho-
qours, and even their employments; when the fe-
pte having no longer any funétions to' perforny,
fhat reputation they had acquired through all the
yorld was now to be difpenfed from the cabinet
Jfone man. This ftate of affairs appearsina much
fetter light in thofe letters, than in any relations of
liftorians, and they are the moft mafterly reprefen-
ation of the ingenuous turn of mind of a fet of
pople united by a common affliction, and give us
s complete: portrait of an age wherein a falfe po-
jenefs had not infected all fociety with infincerity
ud untruth. In a word, they are not written, like
our modern letters, with a view to deceive, but are
fe faithfat intercourfe of friends who communi-
ated all they knew. :
It was hardly poffible for Caefar, in'his fituation,
1 preferve his life: the generality of the confpira-
s againft him were of his party (), or had re-
wived many great obligations from him, and the
wafon of their intention to affaffinate him, is very
mural; they had gained fignal advantages by Kis
wnqueft, but the more their fortune improved, the
greater was: their {hare of the common calamity ;
and to thofe who have not any thing they can pro-

(a) Sece: the letters of Cicero and Servius Sulpicius.

(b) Decimus Brutus, Caius Cafca, Trebonius, Tullius Cim-
b, Minutins Bafillus, were Cacfar’s friends. Appian.de bello
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