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perly call their own, it feems, in fome particy]
to be of little confequence under what gover
they live.

Befides, there was a certain law of nations, o)
fettied opinion, which prevailed in all the republi
of Greece and Italy, and aferibed the charad
4 virtuous man to the perfon who fhould affafiy

o
all)

any one who had ufurped- the {overeign poyaf

Rome had been extremely fond of this notion,
fince the expulfion of her kings; the law was e
exprefs; the examples had a genieral approbato
the republic put a fword into the hand of every
tizen, conftituted him their magiftrate for a few m
ments, and acknowleged him for their defender

Brutus (2) was bold enough to tell his friendy
that, fhould his own father return from the gru
he would facrifice him to the public good, withs
little remorfe as he ftabbed Caefar; and thoughly
the continuance of tyranny, this furprizing fit
of liberty had gradually loft its vigor, yet the
fpiracies, at the beginning of Auguftus’s reign, vet
perpetually reviving.

The ancient Romans were animated by a p
dominant love for their country, which, aQingly
a variation from the common ideas of crimes af
virtues, was only attentive to its own ditates, a
in the fervours of its operation, entirely difregut

ed friends and citizens, fathers and benefactos f

Virtue feemed to have forgotten her own preceps
with a refolution to furpafs herfelf, and when
altion feemed too fevere to be immediately conf
dered with approbation, fhe fo6h caufed it tol
admired as divine.

>

{4) Scetheletter of Brutusin the colle@ion of Cicero's letierv
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