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e executed that defign withoutany interruption ;
for in thofe feafons of aftonithment which fucceed
unexpe&ed events, every intention becomes pragti-
| obie: thishowever did not take effe@, and we {hall.
L ow relate what happened. on that occafion.

The fenate thought themfelves under a neceffity
f permitting Caefar’s funeral obfequies to be per-
qumed ; and indeed they could not decently forbid
bem, as they had never declared him a tyrant. Now
jeRomans, in conformity to a cuftom eftablithed
mong them, and much boafted of by Polybius, al-
yays carried in their funeral proceffions, the images
jtich reprefented the anceftors of the deceafed, and
mdean oration over thebody. Anteny, who charged
finfelf with this laft province, unfolded the bloody
whe of Caefar to the view of all the people, read
wthem the particulars of his will, in which he had
ft them extraordinary legacies, and then wrought
fiem into fuch violent emotions, that they imme-
dately fired the houfes of the ‘confpirators.

Cicero, who governed the fenate in this whole
iflir (), makes no fcruple to acknowlege that it
would have been much better to have proceeded
yith vigour, and even to have expofed themfelves
t deftrution, though indeed it was not probable
tat fuch a-fate swould have attended them ; but he
deges for his excufe, that as the fenate was then
dlembled, they had no opportunity in their favour;
id he adds, that thofe who are fenfible of the im-
prtance even of a moment, in affairs wherein the

iferwards called Vefpillo, threw his body into the Tyber.
durel: Victor. de Viris illuft.

| () Letters to Atticus, lib. xiv. c. 6.
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