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RomaN EMPIRE., 127

'We have been affli¢ted, in France, with two forts
of civil war; one had religion for its pretext, and
was of long duration, becaufe the motive which firft
enflamed it continued to fubfift after victory; the
ofher could not properly be faid to have any motive,
put was rather kindled by the caprice or ambition
of fome great men, and was foon extinguithed.

Auguftus (for that was the name offered by flat-
tery to Octavius) was careful to eftablith order, or
mather a durable fervitude; for when once the {fo-
vereignty has been ufurped in a free ftate, every
wranfation, on which an unlimited authority can be
founded, is called a regulation; and all inftances of
diforder, commotion, and bad government, are re-
prefented as the only expedients to preferve the juft
liberty of the fubject.

All the Roman citizens, who were ever attuated
by ambitious views, have attempted to introduce a
kind of anarchy in the republic; and Pompey, Craf-
fus, and Caefar, fucéeeded to a miracle. They au-
thorized an impunity for all public crimes, and
sbolithed every inftitution calculated to prevent the
corruption of ranners, and every regulation ac-
commodated to thie beft politics; and as good legi-
flators endeavour to improve their fellow citizens,
thefe, on the contrary, were indefatigable to lead
them into a degeneracy from every virtue. With
this view they gave a fanCtion to the pernicious
cuftom of corrupting the people by money, and
when any perfons were accufed of undue practices
for obtaining placés of truft, the delinquents cor-
rupted the judges who were to decide the caufe.
They interrupted the eletions by every violent
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