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gediocrity of our fortunes, which are confequent-
jyina {afer ituation. In a word, we are not con-
[derable enough to be plundered (a).

That clafs of the Roman people who were call-
J Plebeians had no averfion to the worft of their
FPELOTS 3 for fince they had no longer any fhare
o empire themfelves, nor were any more employ-
o in wars, they.became the moft contemptible and
legenerate people in the world ; they looked upon
ommerce and the {ciences as only proper for
laves, and the diftributions of corn which they re.
¢ived made them negle the cultivation of their
Inds: they had been familiarized to public games
nd fplendid fpeacles, and fince they had no long-
wany tribunes to obey, or magiftrates to elett,
thofe gratifications, which they were only permitted
o enjoy, became neceflary to them, and their in-
llence and inativity ftimulated their relith of
fiofe indulgencies.

Caligula, Nero, Commodus, Caracalla, were la-
nented by the people for their very folly ; for what-
wer thefe loved, the others were as madly fond of,
ntheir turn, and not only contributed their whole
wwer, but even devoted their own'perf'ons to thofe
afures ; they lavithed all the riches of the empire
iith the greateft prodigality, and when thele were
ahaufted, the people, without the leaft emotion, be-
bld all the great families pillaged. They enjoyed
tbe fruits of tyranny without the leaft intermix-
ture of uneafinefs, becaufe their low obfcurity was

(s) The duke of Braganza had an immenfe eftate in Por-
i tigal; and when he firft revolted, the king of Spain was con-

gatthted by his nobility, for the rich confifcation he was to
deive from that event.
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