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their proteftion. Such princes have a naturs| a
tipathy to people of merit and virtue, becaufe they
are {enfible their altions are difapproved by ﬁm
perfons. The contradiction (2) and even the fileng
of an auftere citizen were infupportable to them:
and as they grew intoxicated with popular ap pplauk,
they at laft imagined their government conftityt
the public felicity, and confequently that xt cotl
be cenfured by none but difaffeted and i
perfons.

‘When an emperor at any time difcovered hi
ftrength and aivity, as when Commodaus (&) forin
ftance, in.the prefence of a vaft affembly of the peo
ple, flew feveral wild beafts with a facility peculia
to him, he naturally raifed the admiration of th
{oldiers as well as the populace, becaufe ftrength
and pliancy of limbs, were at that time Cullﬁd{’lt‘&
as neceffary qualifications in the military art.

‘We have no longer a juft idea of bodily eser
cifes, and.a man who pradtifes them with any e
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(a) As the antient aufterity of manners could not fufferthe
Jicentioufne(s of theatrical reprefentations, the minds of i
tuous men continued’ to be filled with contempt for thofewh
exercifed that profeffion.

(b) Though the gladiators were ilected from the dregsof
the people, and followed the moft infamous profeffion that v
ever tolerated ; for none but flaves or malefa@ors were com
pelled to devote themfelves to death in combats at the fm!:,-
rals of the grandees; yet the fondnefs of the people for thel
exercifes which to thofe of wi
became o immoderate, that we cannot help calling ita fye-
cies of madnefs.

had fuch a refemblance

Emperors, fenators, men of mﬂmnunhel
birth, and even women appeared upon the arena in the am-
phitheatre; nec virorum modo pugnas, fed et foeminan
fays Suetonius in-the life of Domitian, The Romans W
as much delighted too with wreftlers.
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