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gnordinary application, appears contemptible in our
opinion, becaufe the generality of thefe exercifes
produce nothing more than a little exterior agree-
ablenefs ; whereas among the ancients, all their ex-
ercifes, even dancing itfelf, became incorporated
into their martial difcipline.

We may likewife add, that, even among us, an
afeted mafterfhip, in the weapons we employ in

b var, is confidered as a ridiculous attainment, be-

aufe, fince the cuftom of duelling became fo pre-
wiling, fencing has been treated as the fcience of
boifterous wranglers or bullies,

Thofe who cenfure Homer, for his ufual man-
ner of celebrating the ftrength or a&tivity of his He-
10es, muft likewife think Salluft (2) very ridiculous,
when he praifes Pompey, for running, leaping, and
arrying a burden better than any other man.

. Galigula was a true fophift in cruelty, for as he |
tqually defcended from Antony and Auguftus, he
declared he would punifh the confuls if they cele-
brated the day appointed to commemorate the vi-
Gory at Atium, and that they fhould likewife feel
his feverity if they neglected to honour that event;
and Drufilla to svhom he accorded divine honours,
being dead, it was a crime to bewail her becaufe
lhe was a goddefs, and as great an offence to for-
bear that forrow becaufe fhe was his fifter.

We have now afcended an eminence from whence
We may take a view of human affairs; when we
trace in the Roman hiftory, fuch a variety of wars,
and their prodigal effufion of human blood ; when

(4) Cum alacribus faltu, cum velocibus curf, cum validis
tede certabat. Fragm. of Salluft cited by Vegetius 1. i, ¢. 1o,
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