146  The Rist and FALL of the

we view fo many once flourithing nations depo.jf

pulated, and fee fuch a diverfity of fhining action

and triumphant proceflions; when we trace the ma
fterly ftrokes of politics, fagacity, and fortitude, o

confpicuous in that people, and reflet on their of

vances to univerfal monarchy by fchemes fo ji§

dicioufly concerted, fo fuccefsfully fupported, a
fo happily ‘accompliﬂxed; to what view are all thelp
mighty preparations directed ? why truly to fatt
the ambition of five or fix monfters! is it pofibk
then, that the fenate could diveft fo many kings of
their power, only to plunge themf{elves into the mof
abject flavery to one of their unworthy citizens,an
to exterminate itfelf by its own edicts? did it rileto
fuch a height of grandeur, to drop more fplendit
ly into ruin, and do the fons of men only labout
to augment their power, that they may fall, by the
own combinations, into better hands!

When Caligula was affaffinated, the fenate
fembled to form a new model of government, anf
whilft they were engaged in fuch deliberations ¢
party of foldiers rufhed in to plunder the pali
and found, in fome obfcure place, a man trembling
with fear; this man was Claudius, and they i
mediately faluted him emperor. ;

Claudius completed the fubverfion of the and
ent form of government, by intrufting the difpene
fation of juftice to his officers: the principal mo:
tive to the wars of Marius and Sylla, was tode
termine the competition of the fenators and the
equeftrian (a) order for this prerogative, and it v
now wrefted from both parties by the arbitrary fa

(a) See Tacitus,
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