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RoMmaN EMPIRE. 147

g of a weak man. Surprizing event, indeed, of

adifpute which had fet the world in flames!
When the reign of a prince fucceeds the diflo-

lition of a republic, no authority can be more ab-

©ute than his own, for he then poffeffes all that

& ower which before was diftributed among the peo-

ke, who exercifed it without any limitations; and
for this reafon the kings of Denmark are the moft
{fpotic fovereigns in Europe.

The people were altogether as abje&t and unman-
Iy as the fenate, though they once were animated
yith fuch a martial fpirit, that, when armies were
lnied in the city, before the time of the emperors,
tiey gained the military difcipline upon the fpot,
ud immediately marched to the enemy. 1In the
ail wars of Vitellius and Vefpafian, Rome became
aprey to the ambitious, and was full of timorous

Juizens, who were ftruck with confternation by

uy party of foldiers, who could firft approach

them,
The emperors themfelves were in no better a
ftuation ; for as the right of eleting a fovereign

§7is not appropriated to any fingle army, it general.

lyhappened, that, when an emperor was chofen by
te body of foldiers, that circumftance alone was
iificient to difcredit him with the others, who im-
mediately fet up a competitor to oppofe him.
Asthe grandeur therefore of the republic proved
fial to that form of government, fo the mighty
fitent of the empire was altogether as pernicious

b the monarchs, If the territories they were to

i Wéfend had been confined to moderate limits, thofe

lovetcigns might have been effeCtually ferved by
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