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ed in their infantry, which was the mof} firm apd
beft difciplined body of foldiers in the world,
The Parthians, on the contrary, had no infantyy,
but then their horfe were admirable, and aliyags
combated at fuch a diftance as placed them oyt of
the reach of the Roman army, and the javelin wy
feldom launched far enough to wound them. The
own weapoas confifted of a bow, and many form
dable (bafts, and they rather befieged an army thay

gave it battle; they were purfued to no purpofe in
their flight, for that was the fame with them as:an

engagement,

They carried off all the inhabitants of
the country, and only left garrifons in their fori.
tied places; and when thefe were taken, the conr
querors were obliged to deftroy them. The Pu
thians likewife fet fire to all the country that lay
round the Roman army, and did not leave them the
1ged
their wars in a manner very like that which is now
pradtifed on the fame frontiers.

We may add to thefe difadvantages, that the Hly-
rian and German legions, which were drawn out for
this war, were no way capable to fuftain it, () be-
caule the foldiers, who were accuftomed to plentiful
food in their own country, perifhed in thefe regions
for want of many neceffaries.

leaft blade of herbage. In a word, they ma

The Parthians by thefe means had accomplithed
that, for the prefervation of their liberty, which had
hitherto been impracticable to all other nations, &
gainft the victorious power of the Romans: but
they owed this advantage not to any refiftlefs vas
lour, but to their inacceffible fituation.

Adrian gave up the conqueft of Trajan, and

(a) Sec Herodian’s life of Alexandes,
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