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;nade Euphrates the boundary of his empire; and
indeed it was furprizing that the Romans after fuch
, feries of war fhould lofe nothing but what they
gere defirous to quit; and thus they refembled the
ocean, whofe expanfion is never leflened but when
it retires of itfelf.

This conduct of Adrian occafioned great diffatif-
ftion among the people. It was recorded in the
ficred book of that nation (a), that when Tarquin
itended to build the capitol, he found the place
moft commodious for his purpofe filled with the
fatues of other deities, upon which he employed
s fkill in augury to difcover if they were inclina-
ble to refign their places to Jupiter, and they all
wnfented, except Mars, Hebe, and Terminus. This
proceeding gave birth to three religious opinions,
samely, that Mars would never Tefign his place to
any other being; that the Roman youth would be
always invincible ; and that their god Terminus
would never recede from his ftationr; the contrary
of which was however verified in the reign of

Adrian.
CHAPTER XVL -

Confiderations on the State of the ‘Empire froms
Axrtoxinus fo Prosus.

N this period the Stoics propagated their do-
I @rines in the empire with great popularity; and
it feems as if nature herfelf had been induftrious to ¢
produce this admirable fect, which refemabled thofe
(a) Auguftin, de Civit. Dei. Liv. ¢ 23.& %9.
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