154 The Rise and FALL of the

Plants the earth caufes to fpring up in places never

vifited by the fun-beams.

This fect furnithed the Romans with their bef
emperors; none but Marcus Aurelius could extin.
guifh the rememberance of the firft Antonine )
adopted him; and we fifl ourfelves affected yig
a fecret pleafure when we fpeak of this emperor,
‘We cannot read his life without fome impreffions
of tendernefs, and grow inclinable to think betir
of ourfelves, becaufe the hiftory of that prince
makes us entertain a more favourable opirion of
mankind.

The wifdom of Nerva, the glory of Trajan, the
valour of Adrian, and the virtue ofsthe two-Ap
tonines, gained them the veneration of the foldierss
but when a fet of new monfters became their fiie-
ceflors, the abufe of military government appeared
in its full enormity ; and the foldiers, who had ex-
poled the empire to fale, affaffinated the emperos
for the fake of new gratuities.

It has been a conceived opinion that there is3
certain prince in the world, who for the fpace of
fifteen years has been endeavouring to abolith the
civil government in his dominions, and to fubftitute
the military in its room. I have no intention to
make odious reflections on fuch a defign, and fhal
only obferve, that from the nature of things in ge-

g

neral, two hundred guards may be a better {ecurity
to a prince than four thoufand; and befides, an
armed people are of all others the moft dangerous
to be oppofed. v

Commodus fucceeded his father Marcus Aurelius,
and was a monfter who gave a loofe to all his own
paflions, and- thofe of his courtiers. The perfons
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