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confuls and tribunes formerly made to the people?
and though the foldiers had no particular place to
affermble in, nor were under the regulation of any
certain forms; though the temper of their minds
was not ufually ferene, their proceedings confifting
of action rather than deliberation, did they not
towever difpofe of the public fortune with a fove-
reign authority ? what was an emperor but the
minifter of a violent and tumultuous government,
and did not the foldiers eleét him for their own
particular convenience ?

‘When the army affociated into the embvire (2)
Philip, the praetorian prefet of the third Gordian,
this pr'mcie claimed the exercife of an undivided
command, but did not fucceed in his pretenfions;
he then requefted the army to divide the power
equally between them, but to as little effett ; he
next intreated them to leave him the title of Gae-
far, and was ftill refufed; he afterwards folicited
them to create him praetor of the praetorian bands,
and met with the ufual repulfe; till at laft he was
reduced to plead for his life. The army, in the
inftance before us, exercifed the fupreme magiftra-
¢y in their feveral decifions.

The Barbarians were at firlt unknown to the Ro-
mans, and for fome time afterwards only incommo-
dious; but at laft they became formidable to them,
by an event altogether unparalleled at that time,
and which perhaps may nevet be equalled hereafter.
Rome had fo effe@tually extinguithed all nations,
that when fhe at laft was vanquifhed in her turn,
the earth feemed to produce a new race of mankind,
10 accomplifh her deftruction.

(a) See Julius Capitolinus.
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