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lived altogether in Iraly. The lands were generilly
cultivated by the flaves of the Roman citizens, but
when the feat of empire was eftablithed in the eaft
all Rome was in a manner tranfplanted to that fity-
ation. Thither did the grandees fend their flaves, o,
in other words, the greateft part of the people, and
Italy was almoft exhaufted of its inhabitants.

It was Conftantine’s intention that the new cify
fhould not be inferior in any particular to the old
one; and therefore he took care to haveit {ufficient-
ly fupplied with corn, commanding all the hatveftof
Egypt to be fent to Conftantinople, and configning
that of Africa‘to Rome, which does not feem to haye
been a very judicious proceeding.

Whilft the republic fubfifted, the people of Rome,
who were then the fovereigns of all other nations,
became naturally intituled to a proportion of the
tribute: this circumftance induced the fenate tofel
them corn, at firlt, for a low price, and afterwards
to make a gratuitous diftribution of it among them;
and when monarchy itfelf was introd uced, this lat
ter cultom was fill continued, though entirely op-
he principles of that form of governmert

pofite to t!
1t is true, the abufe remained unreified throught
apprehenfion of the inconveniencies that would hae
rifen from its difcontinuance ; but when Conftantine
founded a new city, he eftablifhed the fame cuflon
without the leaft appearance of reafon.

When Aunguftus had conquered Egypts he con:
veyed the treafure of the Prolemies to Rome; i
this proceeding occafioned much the fame revoli
tion, which the difcovery of the Indies afterwarl
effected in Europe, and which fome ridiculo®
fchemes have fince accomplithed in our time. THe
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