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who prefumed to wear them, and it was crimina] to
be either habited in purple, or to keep it in a ward.
robe; but when a man had once the refolution to
appear in_that drefs, the multitude immediately
flocked after him, becaufe their refpet was more
attached to the apparel than the perfon.

Ambition received greater provocatives ftll, from
the furprizing infatution of thofe times; and there
was hardly a man of any confiderable confequence
who could not accommodate to himfelf fome pre-

iftion that promifed him the empire.

As the indifpofitions of the mind are generally

incurable (2), judicial aftrology and the art of point.
ing out futurity by obje¢ts feen in a bafon of water,
fucceeded among the Chriftians, to the folemn im.
pofture of divination by the entrails of victims or
the flight of birds, which had been abolithed with
paganifm its parent ; and vain promifes became the
motives to moft of the rafh a&ions of particular
perfons, and conflituted the wifdom of the coun:
cils of princes. :
_ The calamities of the empire daily increafing, it
was natural to impute ill fuccefs in war and difho-
nourable treaties in peace to the injudicious con-
duét of thofe at the helm.

One revolution was now pregnant with another,
and the effett itfelf became a caufe: and as the
Greeks had feen fuch a fucceffion of different fa-
milies on the throne, they were not devoted to
any ; and fince fortune had created fo many em:
perors out of all claffes of people, no birth wasfo

obfcure, and no merit fo inconfiderable as to be

deftitute of hope.

() See the life of Andronicus Comnenus, compiled by Nicetas:
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