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Several examples, which had been familiar to the
! nation, modelled the genius of the people in gene-
 ral, and formed a fyftem of manners which reigned
| 25 imperioufly as the laws.
' It fhould feem that great enterprizes, among us,
| are more impradticable than they were to the an-
dents; it is very difficult to conceal them, becaufe
intelligence is now become fo manageable, that
every prince has minifters in each court, and trai-
! tors may poffibly be lurking in all the cabinets of
majefty.

The invention of pofts has given wings to in-
| formation, and can immediately waft it to all parts.
As great undertakings are not to be accomplith-
} ed without money, and as merchants are mafters of
| it fince the invention of bills of exchange; their af-
| fairs are always connefted with the fecrets of ftate,
| and they negleét nothing to penetrate into thofe
| depths.
| The Au&uations in exchange, without any vifi-
| ble caufe, entice numbers of people to fearch after
| it, and fome of them find it at laft to their coft.
| The invention of printing, which has put books

into the hands of all the world; the improvements
| in engraving, which have made geographic charts
! o common; in a word, the eftablithment of poli-
tical papers, give every individual a knowlege of
the general intereft, fufficient enough to inftruct
him in all the private tranfadtions.

Confpiracies in a ftate are now become very dif-
ficult, becaufe fince the eftablifhment of pofts, all
the fecrets of particular perfons are in the power
of the public.

Princes may aé&t with

st

promptitude, becaufe all
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