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Mohammed the fecond befieged thatcity (@), the em-
peror could not fupprefs the theological animofities,
and the council of Florence (4) engaged the general
attention much more than the Turkith army.

As every perfon, in common difputes, is fenfi-
ble he may be deceived, a tenacious and untralta-
ble fpirit feldom prevails to any extreme, but in
thofe controverfies where religion is the fubject; for
there, as every perfon from the nature of the point
in debate becomes perfuaded that his own opinion
is true, he grows exafperated againft thofe, who,
inftead of concurring with his fentiments, endea-
vour to make him a convert to their own.

Thofe, who may happen to read the hiftory writ-
ten by Pachymerus, will be effectually convinced of
the unalterable inability of divines to accommodate
their own difagreements, and will fee an emperor
(¢) who fpent his days in affembling people of tha
clafs, liftening to their difputations, and reproaching
them for the inflexibility of their opinions : they
will likewife behold another engaged with a hydra
of controverfies that were perpetually rifing to new
life, and will be fenfible that the fame pacific me-
thods and perfevering patience, the fame inclination
to finith their contentions; in a word, the fame art-
lefs pliancy to their intrigues, joined with the fame

(a) Hift, of the laft Palaeologi by Ducas,

(b) The queftion in dcbate was, whether a3 eongregation,
who heard mafs from a prieft who .had confented to pacific
meafures, ought not to have fled from him as if he bad been
aecounted a profane

a deftru@ive flame: the great chorch was

temple, and the monk Gennadius hurled his anathemas againik

all who weve defirous of peace.
{¢) Andronicus Palacologhs.
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