234  The R1sE and FALL of the

without much precaution in foreign countries, and
were at: that time chargeable with the fame exce-
ptionable freedoms we are reproached for at this
day. §

A French nobleman was going to feat himfelf |
upon the emperor’s throne, but earl Baldwin caught
him by the arm; you ought to know, faid he, that
when we are in any country whatever, it is proper
to comply with the caftoms that prevail there. What
a clown is he, replied the other, to fit whilft fo ma-
ny captains are ftanding!

The Germans, who came after the French, .and
were the moft civil and undefigning people in the
world (), fuffered very feverely for our follies, and
were continually embarraffed with a fet of difpofi-
tions that had been fufficiently irritated by our coun-
trymen agaimft all foreigners.

In fine, the averfion of thofe eaftern people was
worked up to the higheft extreme; and this with

_ fome incivilities offered to the Venetian merchants,
operating upon the ambition, avarice, and falfe zeal
of that nation as well as the French, determined
them to form a crufade againft the Greeks.

The united army of thefe two European nations
found their enemies altogether as pufillanimous and
unwarlike as the Chinefe appeared to the Tartarsin
our time. The Frenchmen ridiculed their effemi-
nate habit (5), and walked through the ftreets of
Conftantinople drefled in flowered mantles, and
carrying pens and paper in their hands, in derifion
to that nation, who had degenerated from all milita-

(a) Hiftory of Manuel Comnenus by Nicetas, 1. i.
(b) Nicet. Hiftory of the eaftern tranfactions after the taks
ing of Conftantinople, c. iii.
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