8 THe LIFE anp TRAVELS
again ; the fenfe of which greatly affeGed

me: and I {ought deferts and lonely places,
and there with tears did confefs my fins to
God, and humbly craved help of him. And
I may fay with reverence, he was near to me
in my troubles, and in thofe times of humi-
liation opened my ear to difcipline. I was
now led to look ferioufly at the means by
which I was drawn from the pure truth, and
learned this, thatif I would live in the life
which the faithful fervants of God lived in,
I muft not go into company as heretafore in
my own will; but all the cravings of {fenfe
muft be governed by a divine principle. In
times of {orrow and abafement thefe inftruc-
tions were fealed upon me, and I felt the
power of Chrift prevail over felfith defires, fo
that I was preferved in a good degree of ftea-
dinefs ; and being young, and believing, at
that time, that a fingle life was beft for me,
I was ftrengthened to keep from fuch com-
pany as had often been a fnare to me.

I kept fteadily to meetings ; {pent firft days
afternoon chiefly in reading the fcriptures
and other good books; and was early con-
vinced in my mind, that trte religion con-
fifted in an inward life, wherein the heart
doth love and reverence God the Creator, and
learns to exercife true juftice and goodnefs,
not only toward all men, but alfo toward the
brute creatures—That as the mind was mov-
ed, by an inward principle, to love God as
an invifible incomprehenfible Being ; by the
{fame principle it was moved to love him in
all
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