oF JOHN WOOLMAN., 33

his brother, was told he intended to leave
them as flaves to his children. As writing is
a profitable employ, and as offending fober
people was difagreeble to my inclination, I
was {traitened in my mind ; but as [ looked
to the Lord, he inclined my heart to his tef~
timony : and I told the man, that I believed
the practice of continuing {flavery to this
people was not right; and had a fcruple in
my mind againft doing writings of that
kind : that though many in our {ociety kept
them as flaves; ftill I was not eafy to be con~
cerned in it ; and defired to be excufed from
going to write the will. I {pake to him in
the fear of the Lord; and he made no reply
to what I {faid; but went away: he alfo had
fome concerns in the practice; and I thought
he was difpleafed with me. In this cafe L
had a frefh confirmation, that adting con=
trary to prefent outward 1ntereﬂ: from a mo-
tive of divine love; and in regard to truth
and righteoufnefs; and thereby incurring the
refentments of people, opens the way to a
treafure better than filver, and to a friend=
thip exceeding the friendfhip of men.

The manufcript before-mentioned having
laid by me feveral years, the publication of
it refted weightily upon me ; and this year I
offered it to the revifal of friends, who, hav=
ing examined and made fome fmall altera~
tions 1n it, direted a number of copies there=
of to be publifhed and difperfed amongft
friends.
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