46 Tuaz LIFE anp TRAVELS
length, having got a confiderable fhop of

goods, my trade increafed every year, and
the road to large bufinefs appeared open ; but
I felt a ftop in my mind.

Through the mercies of the Almighty, I
had, in a good degree, learned to be content
with a plain way of living: I had but a
fmall family; and on ferious confideration,
I believed truth did not require me to engage
in much cumbering affairs: it had been my
general practice to buy and fell things really
ufeful : things that férved chiefly to pleafe the
vain mind in people, 1 was not eafy to trade
in; feldom did it; and whenever I did, I
found it weaken me as a chriftian.

The increafe of bufinefs becamé my bur-
then; for though my natural inclination was
toward merchandize, yet I believed truth re-
quired me to live more free from outward
cumbers : and there was now a ftrife in my
mind between the two; and in this exercife
my prayers were put up to the Lord, who
graciouily heard me, and gave me a heart re-
figned to his holy will: then I leflened my
outward bufinefs; and, as I had opportuni~
ty, told my cuftomers of my intentions, that
they might confider what fthop to turn to:
and, in a while, wholly laid down merchan-
dize, following my trade as a taylor; myfelf
only, having no apprentice; I alfo had a
nurfery of apple-trees ; in which I employed
fome of my time in hoeing, grafting, trim-
ming, and inoculating. In merchandife it
1§ the cuftom, where [ lived, to fell chiefly
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