of JOHN WOOLMAN. 4y

on credit, and poor people often get in debt;
and when payment is expected, not havmg
wherewith to pay, their creditors often fue
for it at law. Having often obferved occur-
rences of this kind, I found it good for me
to advife poor people to take fuch goods as
were moft ufeful and not coftly.

In the time of trading, I had an opportu~
nity of feeing, that the too liberal ufe of {pi-
rituous liquors, and the cuftom of wearing
too coftly apparel, led fome people into great
inconveniencies ; and thefe two things appear
to be often conneéted one with the other ; for
by not attending to that ufe of things which
is confiftent with univerfal righteoufnefs,
there 1s an increafe of labour which extends
beyond what our heavenly Father intends for
us : and by great labour, and often by much
{weating, there 1s, even among fuch who are
not drunkards, a craving of fome liquors to
revive the fplnts : that partly by the luxuri-
ous drinking of fome, and partly by the
drinking of others, (led to it through immo-
derate labour) very great quantities of ram
are every year expended in our colonies ; the
greater part of which we fhould have no néed
of, did we fteadily attend to pure wildom.

Where men take pleafure in feeling their
minds elevated with ftrong drink, and {o in-
dulge their appetite as to diforder their un-
derftandings, neglect their duty as members
in a family or civil fociety, and caft off all
regard to religion, their cafe is much to be
pitied ; and where fuch whofe lives are for

the




	am1774wool-1118o-069

