Tue LIFE atp TRAVELS

We may fee ourfelves crippled and hales
ing, and from a ftrong bias to things plea-
{ant and eafy, find an impoflibility to advance
forward ; but things impoflible with men are
poflible with God ; and our wills being made
{ubje to his, all temptations are furmount-
‘able.

This work of {ubje@ing the will, is com=

ared to the mineral in the furnace ; which,
thro’ fervent heat, is reduced from its firft
principle : ““ He refines them as filver is
¢ refined—He fhall fic as a refiner, and pu-
¢¢ rifier of filver.” By thefe comparifons,
we are inftructed in the neceflity of the melt-
ing operation of the hand of God upon us,
to prepare our hearts truly to adore him, and
manifeft that adoration, by inwardly turn-
ing away from that {pirit in all its workings,
which 1s not of him. To forward this work,
the all-wife God is fometimes pleafed, thro’
outward diftrefs, to bring us near the gates
of death; that life being painful and afHict-
ing, and the profpeét of eternity open before
us, all earthly bonds may be loofened, and
the mind prepared for that deep and facred
inftru&ion, which otherwife would not be
received. If kind parents love their children

and delight in their happinefs, then He, who
is perfe@ goodnefs in fending abroad mortal
contagions, doth afluredly dire their ufe—
Are the righteous removed by it, their change
is happy ; are the wicked taken away in their
wickednefs, the Almighty is clear: Do we
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