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ednefs of the megroes, occafioned by their
inteftine wars, as an argument in favour of
our fetching them away for flaves: to which
I then replied, if compaflion on the Africans,
in regard to their domeftic troubles, were the
real motives of our purchafing them, that
fplnt of tendernefs being attended to, would
incite us to ufe them kindly; that as ftran-
gers brought out of affliction, their lives
might be hapny among us:; and as they are
human creatures, whofe fouls are as precious
as ours, and Who may receive the fame help
and comfort from the holy fcriptures as we
do, we could not omit fuitable endeavours to
inftru@ them therein: but while we mani-
feft by our conduét, that our views in pur-
chafing them are to advance ourfelves ; and
while our buying captives taken in war, ani=-
mates thofe parties to puth on that war, and
increafe defolation amongft them ; to fav they
live unhappy in Afmca, is far from being
an argument in our favour: and I further
faid, the prefent circumftances of thefe pro-
vinces to me appear difficult; that the flaves
look like a burthenfome ﬁone to fuch who
burthen themfelves with them ; and that if
the white people retain a refolution to prefer
their outward profpects of gain to all other
confiderations, and do not act confcientiouf~
ly toward them as fellow-creatures, I believe
that burthen will grow heavier and heavier,
till times change 1n a way difagreeable to us:
at which the perfon appeared very. {ferious;;
and owned, that in confidering their condi-

tion,
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