of JOHN WOOLMAN. 6t
and that the flood did not reach it; and as
Ham was fentenced to be a fervant of fer-
vants to his brethren, thefe two families be-
ing thus joined, were undoubtedly fit only
for flaves. I replied, the flood was a judg-
ment upon the world for their abominations;
and it was gfanted, that Cain’s ftock was the
moft wicked, and thereforé unreafonable to
fuppofe they were {pared : as to Ham’s go-~
ing to the land of Nod for a wife, no time
being fixed, Nod might be inhabited by
fome of Noah s family, before Ham married
a fecond time; moreover the text {faith,
“ That all flefh died that moved upon the
¢ earth.” Gen, vii. 21. I further reminded
them, how the prophets repeatedly declare,
¢ that the fon fhall not fuffer for the iniqui=
* ty of the father; but every one be an~
¢ {werable for his own fins.” I was trou=
bled to perceive the darknefs of their imagi=
nations ; and in fome preflure of fpirit faid,
the love of cafe and gain -are the motives in
general of keeping flaves, and men are wont
to take hold of weak arguments to {fupport a
caufe which is unreafonable ; and added, 1
have no intereft on either fide, fave only the
intereft which I defire to have in the truth:
and as I believe liberty is their right, and
fee they are not only deprived of 1t, but
treated in other refpe&ts with inhumanity in
many places, I believe He, who is a refuge
for the opprefled, will, in his own time,
plead their caufe ; and happy will it be for
fuch,
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