or JOHN WOOLMAN. 67

mitted as they had altered it. As{ome of their
members have heretofore traded in negroes,
as in other merchandize; this query, be-
ing admitted, will be one ftep further than
they have hitherto gone: and I did not fee
it my duty to prefs for an alteration ; but felt
ealy to leave it all to Him, who alone is able
to turn the hearts of the mighty, and make
way for the fpreading of truth on the earth,
by means agreeable to his infinite wifdom.
But in regard to thofe they already had, I
felt my mind erigaged to labour with them;
and faid, that, as we believe the {criptures
were given forth by holy men, as they were
moved by the Holy Ghoft, and many of us
know by experience that they are often help-
ful and comfortable, and believe ourfelves
bound in duty to teach ‘our children to read
them; I believe, that if we were divefted of
all felfith views, the fame good fpirit that
gave them forth, would engage us to teach
the negroes to read, that they might have the
benefit of them: fome there were amongft
them who, at this time, manifefted a concern
in regard to taking more care in the educa~
tion of their negroes. Sl
On the twenty-ninth day of the fifth
month, at the houfe where 1 lodged, was a
meeting of minifters and elders, at the ninth
hour in the morning ; at which time I found
an engagement to {peak freely and plainly to
them concerning their flaves ; mentioning;
how they, as the firft rank in the fociety,
whofe conduét in that cafe was much noticed
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