of JOHN WOOLMAN. #

fome difadvantagé;, having no fireworks nor
bells for our horfes ; but we ftopped a little
before night, and let them feed on the wild
grals which was plénty; in the mean time
cutting with our knives a ftore againft night;
and then tied them ; and gathering fome bufh=
¢s under an oak, we lay down ; but the muf=
quetoes being plenty and the ground damp,
I flept but little: thus lying in the wilder-
nefs, and looking at the ftars, I was led to
contemplate on the condition of our firft
parents; when they were fent forth from the
garden ; but the Almighty, though they had
been difobedient, continued to be a father to
them ; and fhewed them what tended to their
felicity as inteélligént creatures, and was ac-
ceptable to him. To provide things relative
to our outward living, in the way of true
wifdom is good ; and thé gift of improving
in things ufeful; is a good gift, and comes
from the Father of lights. Many have had
this gift; and, from age to age, there have
been improvements of this kind made in the
world : but fomé not keeéping to the pure
gift, have, in the creaturely cunning and felf-
exaltation, fought out many inveéntions ;
which inventions of men, as diftinét from
that uprightnefs in which man was created,
as the firft motion to them was evil, {fo the
effeés have been and are evil. That, at this
day, it is as neceffary for us conftantly to
attend on the heavenly gift, to be qualified
to ufe rightly the good things in this life
amid{t great improvements; as it was for our
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