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of a tax to carry on the faid wars, might
think their cafe not much different, and fo
quench the tender movings of the Holy Spi-
rit in their minds; and thus, by fmall degrees,
there might be an approach toward that of
fighting, till we came {o near it, as that the
diftinétion would be little elfe, but the name
of a peaceable peaple.

It requires great felf-denial and refigna-
tion of ourfelves to God, to attain that ftate
wherein we can freely ceafe from fighting
when wrongfully invaded ; if, by our fight-
ing, there were a probability of overcoming
the invaders: whoever rightly attains to it
does, in fome degree, feel that {pirit in which
our Redeemer gave his life for us ; and, thro’
divine goodnefs, many of our predeceffors,
and many now living, have learned this bleffed
leffon ; but many others, having their religion
chiefly by education, and not being enough
acquainted with that crofs which crucifies to
the world, do manifeft a temper diftinguifh-
able from that of an entire truft in God. In
caimly confidering thefe things, it hath not
appeared ftrange to me, that an exercife hath
naw fallen upon fome, which, as to the out-
ward means of it, is different from what was
known to many of thofe who went before us,

Some time after the yearly-meeting, a day
being appointed, and letters wrote to diftant
members, the {aid committees met at Phila-
delphia ; and, by adjournments, continued
feveral days, The calamities of war were
now increafing ; the frontier inhabitants of
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