oF JOHN

his caufe, during our thort ftay in this world,
is a choice well becoming a free intelligent
cteature ; we thall thus clearly fee and con-
fider that the dealings of God with mankind
in a national capacity, as recorded in holy
writ, do- {ufficiently evidence the truth of
that faying, ¢ it is righteoufnefs which ex-
¢ alteth a nation ;” and though he doth not
at all times fuddenly execute his judgments
on a finful people in this life, yet we fee by
many inftances, that where " men follow
¢ lying vanities, they forfake their own mer-
¢ cies;” and as a proud felfith {pirit prevails
and {preads among a people, {o partial Judg-
ment, oppreflion, difcord, envy'and confu-
fions' increafe, and provinces and kingdoms
ar¢ made to drink the cup of adverfity as a
reward of their own doings. Thus the in-
fpired prophet, reafoning with the degene-~
rated Jews, faith, ** Thine own wickednefs
¢ {hall corret thee, -and thy backflidings
¢ fhall reprove thee : know therefore, that
“ it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou
¢ haft forfaken, the Lord thy God, and
that my fear is not in thee, {aith the Lord
* God of’ Hofts.” Jer. ii. 1q. :

¢ 'The God of our fathers, who hath be-
ftowed on us many benefits, furnithed a ta-
ble for us in the wildernefs, and made the
defarts.and {olitary places to rejoice ; he doth
now mercifully call upon us to ferve him
more faithfully—We may truly fay witl the
prophet, ¢ it 1s his voice which crieth to the
¢ city, and men of wifdom f{ee his name;
¢ They
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