or JOHN WOOLMAN, 113

tlnngs I am deficient, to be incited to con=
fider it, is a favour to me.

There is employ neceflary in {ocial life;
and this infection, which often proves mor-.
tal, incites me to th1nk whether thefe focial
a&s of mine are real dut1es if I goona
vifit to the widows and fatherlefs, do I go
purely on a principle of charity, free from
any felfilh views? If I go to a religious
meetmg, it puts me on thinking, whether I go
in fincerity and in a clear fenfe of duty ; or
whether it is not partly in conformity to
cuftom, or partly from a fenfible delight
which my animal {pirits feel in the com-
pany of other people ; and whether to fup-
port my reputation as a religious man, has
no fhare in it.

Do affairs, relating to civil fomety, call
me near this infection? If I go, itis at the
hazard of my health and life; and becomes me
to think ferioufly, whether love to truth and
righteoufnefs is the motive of my attending ;
whether the manner of proceeding, is alto-
gether equitable ; or whether aught of nar-
rownefs, party intereft, refpet to outward
dignities, names, or diftin¢tions among men,
do not ftain the beauty of thofe aflemblies,
and render it doubtful, in point of duty,
whether a difciple of Chrift ought to attend
as a member united to the body or not.

Whenever there are blemifhes which, for
a feries of time, remain fuch’; that which
15 a means of ﬁlrrmg us up to look atten~
tively on thefe blemifhes, and to labour ac-~
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