t14 Tue LIFE anp TRAVELS

cording to our capacities, to have health and
foundnefs reftored in our country, we may
juftly account a kindnefs from our gracious
Father, who appointed thiat mean.

The ‘care of a wife and good man for
his only fon, 1s inferior to the regard of the
great Parent of the univerfe for his creatures,
He hath the command of all the powers and
operations in nature ; and ¢ doth not aﬁh&
willingly, nor gneve the children of men:’
chaftifement is intended for inftruction, and
inftruction being received by gentle chaf’ufe-
ment, greater calamities are prevented.

By an earthquake hundreds of houfes are

fometimes fhaken down in a few minutes,
and multitudes of people perifth fuddenly ;
and many more being cruthed and bruifed in
the ruins of the buildings, pine away and
die in great mifery,

By the breakmg in of enraged mercilefs
armies, flourithing countries have been laid
walte, and great Dumbexs of people p(.l’lﬂl’”d
m a ﬂlOlt time, and many more prefled with
poverty and guef

By the peftilence people have died fo faft

n a uty, that thmugh fear, griet and con-

fufion, thofe in health have found great dif-
ﬁaulty n burying the dead, even without
coflins.

By famine, great numbers of people, in
fome places, have been brought to the ut-
moft dlfhcfs and pined away for want of
the neceﬁaues of life. Thus, where the kind
invitations, and gmtle chaftifements, of a
gracious
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