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feeking to the Lord for inftru&tion, my mind
fettled to attend on the bufinefs of the meet-
ing; on the laft day of which, I had pre-
pared a fhort eflay of a petition to be pre-
fented to the legiflature, if way opened : and
being informed that there were fome ap-
pointed, by that yearly-meeting, to {peak
- with thofe in authority, in cafes relating to
the fociety, I opened my mind to feveral of
them, and fthewed them the effay I had made;
and afterward opened the cafe in the meet-
ing for bufinefs, in {fubftance as follows :
*““I have been under a concern for fome
time, on account of the great number of
flaves which are imported into this colony;; I
am aware that it is a tender point to {peak to,
but apprehend 1 am not clear in the fight of
heaven without fpeaking to it. I have pre-
pared an eflay of a petition, if way open, to
be prefented to the legiflature ; and what I
have to propofe to this meeting is, that fome
friends may be named to withdraw and look
over it, and report whether they believe it
{uitable to be read in the meeting ; if they
fhould think well of reading it, it will re-
main for the meeting, after hearing it, to
confider, whether to take any further notice
of it as a meeting or not.” After a fhort con=+
ference fome friends went out, and looking
over it, exprefled their willingneis to have it
read ; which being done, many exprefled
their unity with the propofal ; and fome fig-
nified, that to have the fubjes of the peti-
tion enlarged upon, and to be figned out of

meeting
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