e JOHN WOOLMAN. i3y

by order of the overfeers of the prefs, di-
re&ed to be read in monthly-meetings of bu~
finefs within our own' yearly-meeting, in-
forming where the books were, and that the
price was no more than the coft of printing
and binding them ; many were taken off in

ur parts 3 fome I {ent to Virginia, {fome to
New-York, and {fome to Newport, to my ac-
quaintance there ; and fome I kept, expe@-
ing to give part.of them away, where there
appeared a profpect of fervice.

In my youth I was ufed to hard labour;
and though I was middling healthy, yet my
nature was not fitted to endure {o much as
many others : that being often weary, I was
prepared to fympathize with thofe whofe cir-
.cumftances in life, as free men, required con-
{tant labour to anfwer the demands of their
creditors ; and with others under oppreffion.
In the uneafinefs of body, which I have ma-
ny times felt'by too much labour, not as a
forced: but a voluntary oppreflion, I have of-
ten been excited to think on the original

caufe of that oppreflion, which is impofed on
many in the world : and the latter part ‘of
“the time wherein I laboured on our planta-
tion, my heart, through the freth vifitations
of heavenly love, being often tender; and
my leifure time:frequently fpent in readin
the life and do&rines of our blefled Redeem=
-er, the account of the fufferings of martyrs,
and the hiftory of the firft rife of our fociety:
a belief was gradually fettled in my mind,
that if {fuch who had great eftates, generally
lived
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