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lived in that humility and plainnefs which
belongs to a chriftian life, and laid much
eafier rents and interefts on their lands and
monies, and thus led the way to a right ufe
of things, {o great a number of people might
be employed in things ufeful, that labour
both for men and other creatures would need
t0 be no more than an agreeable employ;
and divers branches of bufinefs, which ferve
chiefly to pleafe the natural inclinations of
our minds, and which, at prefent, feems ne-
ceflary to circulate that wealth which fome
gather, might, in this way of pure wifdom,
be difcontinued. And as I have thus confider~
cd thefe things, a query, at times, hath arifen:
Do I, in all my proceedings, keep to that
afe of things which is agreeable to univerfal
tighteoufnefs ? And then there hath fome de-
gree of fadnefs, at times, come over me ; for
that I accuftomed myfelf to fome things,
which occafioned more labour than I believe
divine wifdom intends for us. ‘

From my early acquaintance with truth,
T 'have often felt an inward diftrefs, occafion~
ed by the firiving of a {pirit in me, againft
the operation of the heavenly principle ; and
in this circumftance have been affeted with
a fenfe of my own wretchednefs, and in a
mourning condition felt earneft longing for
that divine help, which brings the foul into
true liberty ; and fometimes in this ftate, re-
tiring into private places, the {pirit of fup-
plication hath been given me; and under a
heavenly covering, have afked my gracious
Father,
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