or JOHN WOOLMAN. 139

Father, to give me a heart in all things re-
figned to the dire@ion of his wifdom, and in
uttering language like this, the thoughts of
my wearing hats and garments dyed with a
dye hurtful to them, has made lafting 1m-
preflions on me.

In vifiting people ‘of note in the fociety
who had flaves, and labouring with them in
brotherly love on that account, I have feen,
and the fight has affeGted me, that a con=
formity ‘to {fome cuftoms, diftinguithable
from pure wifdom, has entangled many ;
and the defire of gain to fupport thefe cuf«

toms, greatly oppofed the work of truth: and.

fometimes when the profpeét: of the work
before me has been fuch, that in bowednefs
of {pirit, I have been drawn into retired
places, and befought the Lord with tears
that he would take me wholly under his di-
rection, and fhew me the way in which I
ought to walk ; it hath revived with ftrength
of convition, that if I would be his faith-
ful fervant, I muft in all things attend to his
wifdom, and be teachable; and {o ceafe from
all cuftoms contrary thereto, however ufed
amongft religious people.

As he is the perfection of power, of wif~
dom, and of goodnefs; fo I believe, he hath
provided, that fo much labour fhall be ne-
ceflary for men’s fupport, in this world, as
would, being rightly divided, be a fuitable
employment of their time; and that we can-
not go into fuperfluities, or grafp after wealth
in a way contrary to his wifdom, without

having
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