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might not prevent me from doing what he
required of me ; and ftanding up, I {pake
in fubftance as follows: ‘¢ I have felt a ten-
dernefs in my mind toward perfons, in two
circumftances mentioned in that report;
that is, toward {uch a&ive members who
keep flaves, and fuch who hold offices in ci-
vil government ; and have defired, that
friends in all their condu¢t may be kindly
affectioned one toward another. Many
friends, who keep flaves, are under fome
exercife on that account ; and, at times,
think about trying them with freedom; but
find many things in their way: and the
way of living, and annual expences of {fome
of them are fuch, that it feems impractica-
ble for them to {et their flaves free, without
changing their own way of life. It has been
my lot to be often abroad; and I have ob-
ferved in fome places, at quarterly and year-
ly meetings, and at fome houfes where tra-
velling friends and their horfes are often
entertained, that the yearly expence of in-
dividuals therein is very confiderable: and
friends in fome places crouding much on
perfons in thefe circumftances for entertain-
ment, hath often refted as a burthen on my
mind for fome years paft; and I now ex-
prefs it in the fear of the Lord, greatly de-
firing that friends now prefent may duly
confider it.”

In the fall of this year, having hired a
man to work, I perceived in converfation
that he had been a foldier in the late war on
this
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