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of the firft fettlers in thofe provinces, and
of their numerous engagements with the na-
tives, in which much blood was thed, even
in the infancy of thofe colonies. Thefe peo-
ple, inhabiting thofe places, being grounded
in cuftoms contrary to the pure truth, when
fome of them were affected with the power-
ful'preaching of the Word of Life, and
joined in fellowfhip with our focmty, they
had’a great work to go through. Itis ob-
fervable in the Hiftory of the Reformation
from Popery, that it had a gradual progrefs
from ‘age to age: the uprightnefs of the
firft reformers, in attending to the light and
underftanding given them, opened the way
for fincere-hearted people to proceed further
afterward ; and thus each one truly fearing
God, and labouring in thofe works of righte-
oufnefs appointed for them in their day,
findeth acceptance with him: though, ‘thro’
the darknefs of the times, and the corrup-
tion of manners and cuftoms, fome upright
men may have had little more for their day’s
work than to attend to the righteous princi~
ple in their minds, as it related to their own

conduct in life, without pointing out  to

others the whole extent of that, which’ the
fame principle would lead fucceedmg ages
into. - Thus for inftance ; amongft an 1mpe-~
rious warlike people, fupported by opprefled
flaves, fome of thefe mafters, I fuppofe, are
awakened to feel and fee their error; and,
thro fincere repentance, ceafe from oppref-
fion,
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