of JOHN WOOLMAN. i1gg

of {laves : but then, had not much concern
about them, fave only that the rum might
be ufed in moderation ; nor was this concern
fo weightily attended to, as I now believe it
ought to have been: but of late years being
further informed, refpeting the opprefiions
too generally exercifed in thefe iflands, and
thinking often on the degrees that are in.
connections of intereft and fellowthip with
the works of darknefs, Ephe. v. 11. And
feeling an increafing concern to be wholly
given up to the leadings of the Holy Spirit,
1t hath appeared, that the fmall gain I got
by this branch of trade, fhould be applied
in promoting righteoufnefs on the earth ; and
were the firlt motion toward a vifit to Bar-
badoes: I believed the outward fubftance I
poflefs {hould be applied in paying my pal-
fage, if I go, and providing things in a low-
ly way for my fubfiftance; but when the
time drew near, in which, I believed, it re-
quired of me to be in readinefs, a difficulty
arofe, which hath been a continued tryal for
fome months paft; under which, I have,
with abafement of mind, from day to day,
fought the Lord for inftru@ion; and often
had a feeling of the condition of one for-
merly, who bewailed himfelf, for that the
Lord hid his face from him,—During thefe
exercifes, my heart hath been often contrite;
and 1 have had a tender feeling of the temp-
tations of my fellow-creatures, labouring un-
der thofe expenfive cuftoms diftinguithable
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