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I have fometimes-felt-a neceflity to ftand
up, but that fpirit which is of the world
hath fo much prevailed in many, and the
pure life of truth been fo prefled down, that
I have gone forward, not as one travelling
in a road caft up, and well prepared, butas
a man walking. through a miry place, 1n
which are ftones here and there, fafe to ftep -
on'; ‘but fo fituated that one ftep being taken;
time is neceflary to fee where to {tep next.

Now I find that in the pure obedience, the
mind learns contentment, in appearing weak
and foolith to that wifdom which is of the
world ; and in thefe lowly labours, they who
ftand in a low place, rightly exercifed under
the erofs, will find nourithment.

The gift is pure, and while the eye is fins
olein attending thereto, the underftanding
1s preferved clear ; felf is kept out; we rejoice
in filling up that which remains of the af-
fli¢tions of Chrift, for his body’s fake, which
~ 1s.the church.

The natural man loveth eloquence, and
many love to hear eloquent orations ; and if
there is not a careful attention to the gift,
men who have once labour’d in the pure gof-
pel miniftry, growing weary of fuffering,
and athamed of appearing weak, may kindle
a fire, compafs themfelves about with {parks,
and walk in the light ; not of Chrift who 1s
under fuffering ; but of that fire, which they,
going from the gift, have kindled : And that
in hearers, which is gone from the meek fuf-
fering ftate, into the worldly wifdom, may
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