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wie 3t appears.an inflinct hike that which inferior
creatures bave ;- cach of them, we fee, by the
ties of mature, love {elf beff ; that which is a
pore of {elf, tlafy love by the Jame tie or in-
Jhinét. In them it, wn fome meafure, does the of=
Jicesof reafom, [7)' which, among other things,
they watchfully keep, cmd orderly feed their
belplefs offspring.  Thus natural affeCtion ap-
pears to be a branch of felf-love, good in the
ammal race, in us hikewife, with proper Limita-
tions ; but otherw tfe is productive of evil, by
exciting defires to promote {fome by means prcju—
dicial to others.

Our blefled Saviour Jeems to give a check to
this arregular fondnefs in nature, and, at the
ﬁlme time, a precedent for us: Who s my

mother and who are my brethren ?” there=
by intimating, that the earthly ties of relation-
Sfhip, are, comparatively, inconfiderable to fuch,
who, thrd a Sfeady courfe of obedience, have
~come to the happy experience of the [pirit of
God bearing witnefs with their fpirits that they
are Bz children st And he ftretched forth
“¢ his hands towards his difciples, and faid,
Behold nry mother, and my brethren:: For
whofoever {hall do the will of my Fa~
ther which is in heaven (‘arrives at the
more noble part of true relationfbip ) ¢ the fame
“ 1s my brother, and filter, and mother,”
Mazt. x11. 48.

This doctrine agrees well-with a flate truly
eompleat, where love neceffarily operates ae-
cording
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