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The feries of troubles David pafled ithro’;
few amonglt us are ignorant of ; and yet he
afterwards became as one of the great men
of the earth.

. Some evidences of the divine wifdom:ap~
cars in thofe things, in that fuch who are
intended for high ftations, have firft been
very low and dejeted, that truth might be
{fcaled on their hearts ; and that the charac=
ters there imprinted by bitternefs and adver=
fity, might in after years remain, fuggeft-
ing compailionate ideas, and, in their pro=
{perity, quicken their regard to thofe in the
liké condition : which yet further appears in
the cafe of Ifrael: they were well acquaint-
eéd.-with grievous fufferings, a long and rigo=
fous fervitude; thern, thre’ many notable e=
vents, were made chief amongft the nations :
to them we find a repetition of precepts to
the purpofe abovefaid: though, for ends a-
greeable to infinite wifdom, they were chofe
as a pectiliar peoplé for a time; yet the Moft
High acquaints them, that his love is not
confined, but extends to the ftranger; and,
to excite their compaflion, reminds them of
times paft, ‘° Ye were firangers in the land
“ of Egypt,” Deut.x, 19. Again, ° Thou
¢ fhalt not opprefs a ftranger; for ye know
“ the heart of a ftranger, feeing ye were
“ ftrangers in the land of Egypt,” Exod.
Xxiii. Q.

If we call to mind our beginning, fome of
s may find a time, whereéin our fathers were
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