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470 CONSIDERATIONS o¥ THE

dition, can, for the fake: of -earthly riches;
not .only déprive his fellow-creatures of the
{weetnefz of freedom, (which; rightly ufed;
is one of the greateft temporal bleilings) but
therewith negleét ufing proper means,. for
their acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures;
and the advantage of true religion, {eems;
at leaft, a contradic¢tion to reafon. ,

Whoever rightly advocates the caufe of
fome, thereby promotes the good of all..- The
ftate. of mankind was harmonious in the
beginning, and though fin hath introduced,
difcord, yet, through the wonderful love of
God, in Chrift Jefus our Lord, the way is
open for our redemption, and means ‘ap=
pointed to reftore us to primitive har-
mony. That if one fuffer by the unfaith<
fulnefs of another, the mind,; the moft no~
ble part of him that occafions the difcord, 1s
thereby alienated from its true and real hap-
pinefs. ‘ , ; i,

Our duty and intereft is infeparably unit=
ed, and when we negleét or mifufe our ta<
Jents, we neceflarily depart from the heaven-
ly fellowihip, and are in the way to the

reateft of evils. & :

Therefore to examine and prove ourfelves,
to find what harmony the power prefiding
in us bears with the divine nature; is a duty
not more incumbent and neceflary, than it
would be beneficial: :

In Holy Writ the Divine Being faith of
himfelf, “ I am the Lord, which exercife
¢ loving-kindnefs, judgment and riglit;eoufs-
' ¢ nefs
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