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life, on account of a fin committed by his
immediate parents ; or a fin committed by
Ham, the fon of Noah ; is a fuppofition too
grofs to be admitted into the mind of any
perfon, who_fincerely defires to be governed
by folid principles. :

It is alledged, in favour of the practice,
that Jothua made {laves of the Gibeonites.

What men do by the command of God,
and what comes to pafs as a confequence of’
their negle®, are different ; fuch as the latter
cale now mentioned was. ~

It was the exprefs command of the Almigh=
ty to Ifrael, concerning the inhabitants of
the promifed land, ¢ Thou fhalt make no
“ covenant with them, nor with their Gods:
“ They fhall not dwell in thy land,” FExod.
xxiil. 32. Thofe Gibeonites came craftily,
telling Jothua, that they were come from a
far country ; that their elders had fent them
to make a league with the people of Ifrael;
and as an evidence of their being foreigners,
fhewed their old cloaths, &c. * And the
“ men took of their victuals, and afked not
counfel at the mouth of the Lord; and
Jothua made peace with them, and made
a league with them, to let them live ; and
the princes {fware to them,” Joth, xcvi. 14,1 5.
When the impofition was difcovered, the
congregation murmured againft the princes:
** But all the princes faid to all the congrega-
tion, we have {worn to them by the Lord
God of Ifrael; now therefore we'may not
touch them ; we will even let them live,
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