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8 your generations.” So that had he intend=
ed the pofterity of the ftrangers fo purchaLed
to coatinue in flavery to thc. Jews, 1t looks
fikely that he would have ufed fome terms
clearly to exprefs it. The Jews undoubtedly
had flaves, whom they I’eyt as fuch from one
age o anothcr- but that this was agreeable
¢ the genume defign of their infpired law-
giver, 1s far from being a clear ca{e.

Making conftructions of the law contrary
to the true meaning of it, was common a-
mongft that people. Samuel’s fons took
bribes, and perverted judgment. Ifaiah
complained that they juftified the wicked for
reward. Zephaniah, cotemporary with
Jeremiah, on account of the ; injuftice of the
civil ‘magiftrates, declared that thofe judges
were évening wolves ; and that the priefts
did violence to the law. ;
¢ Jeremiah acquaints us, that the priefts
cried peace, peace, when there was no peace ;
by which means the people grew bold in
their wickednefs ; and having committed a-
bominations, were not athamed ; but, thro’
wrong conftrudtions of the an, they Juf‘uﬁ—
ed them{elves, and boaftingly {aid *“ We are
“ wife; and thc law of the Lord is with us.”
Thefe corruptions continued till the days of
our'Saviour, who told the Pharifees, ¢° You
““have made the commandment of God of
“ none effec through your tradition.”

Thus it appears that they corrupted the
law of Mofes ; nor is it unlikely that among
many others this was one ; for opprefling the
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