292 CONSIDERATIONS oN THE

firangers was a heavy charge againft the
Jews, and very often {trongly reprefented by
the Lord’s faithful prophets. :

That the liberty of man was, by thein-
{pired law-giver, efteemed precious, appears
in- this ; that fuch who unjuftly deprived
men of it, were to be punithed in like man-
net as if they had murdered them. * He
¢ that ftealeth a man, and felleth him ; orif
¢ he be found in his hand, fhall {furely be
“ put to death.” 'This part of the law was
{o confiderable, that Paul, the learned Jew,
giving a brief account of the ufes of the law,
adds this, “ It was made for men-ftealers,”
1 Tim. 1. fo.

The great men amongft that people were
exceeding oppreflive; and, it is likely, ex-
erted their whole ftrength and influence to
have the law conftrued to fuit their turns.—
“The honeft fervants of the lord had heavy
work with them in regard to their opprefli-
on; a few inftances follow. ‘¢ Thus faith
¢ the Lord of hofts, the God of Ifrael, a-
“ mend your ways, and your doings; andI
“ will caufe you to dwell in this place. If
“ you throughly execute judgment between
¢¢ 2 man and his neighbour ; if you opprels
¢ not the ftranger, the fatherlefs and the wi-
¢ dow; and fhed not innocent blood in this
¢ place; neither walk after other gods to
¢ your hurt, then will I caufe you to dwell
“ in this place,” Jer. vit—~—Again a mei-
Aage was fent not only to the inferior mini-
fters of juftice, but alfo to the chiefruler.
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