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¢ Thus faith the Lord, go down to the houfe
@ of the king of Judah, and fpeak there this
¢ word ; execute ye judgment and righteouf~
¢« nefs, and deliver the {poiled out of the
¢ hand of the oppreffor ; and do no wrong;
¢ do no violence to the ftranger, the father-
« lefs and the widow ; neither thed innocent
# blood in this place.” Then adds, ¢ That
# in fo doing they thould profper ; but if ye
will not hear thefe words, I {wear by my-
“ {elf, faith the Lord, that this houfe fhall
¢ become a defolation,” Jer. xxii,

The king, the princes and rulers were a-
greed in oppreffion before the Babylonifh
captivity ; for whatever courts of juitice were
retained amongft them ; or however they de-
cided matters betwixt men of eftates, it is
plain that the caufe of the poor was not judg-
ed in equity.

It appears that the great men amongft the
Jews were fully refolved to have {laves, even
of their own brethren, Jer. xxxiv. Notwith-
ftanding the promifes and threatenings of the
Lord, by the prophet, and their folemn co-
vénant to fet them free, confirmed by the
imprecation of pafling between the parts of 2
calf cut in twain; intimating, by that cere~
mony, that on breach of the covenant, it
were juft for their bodies to be fo cut in
pieces.—Yet after all, they held faft to their
old ‘cuftom, and called home the fervants
whom they had fet free—*‘ And ye were
! « now turned, and had done right in my
_5‘ ﬁght, in proclaiming liberty every m‘a‘mltg
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