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;15 enforced, 'without a tacit implication,
¢hat their anceftors had erred in their conduct
towards the ftranger. :

Some who keep flaves, have doubted as to .
the equity of the practice ; butas they knew
men, noted for their piety, who were init,
this, they fay, has made their minds eafy.

To lean on the example of men in doubt-
ful cafes, is difficult: for only admit, that
thofe men were not faithful and upright to
the higheft degree, but that in fome particu-
lar cafe they erred, and it may follow that
this one cafe was the {fame, about which we
are’in doubt; and to quiet our minds by
their example, may be dangerous to our-
felves ; and continuing in it, prove a {tum-
bling " block to tender-minded pepple who
fucceed us, in like manner as their examples
are to us.

But fuppofing charity was their only mo-
five, ‘and they not forefeeing the tendency of
paying robbers for their booty, were not juft-
Iy under the imputation of being partners
with a thief, Prov. xxix. 24. but were really
innocent in what they did, are we affured
that we keep them with the fame views they
kept them ? If we keep them from no other
motive than a real fenfe of duty, and true
charity governs us in all our proceedings to-
ward them, we are {o far fafe: but if another
fpirit; which inclines our minds to the ways
of this world, prevail upon us, and we arce
concerned for our own outward gain more
than for their real happinefs, it will avail us

" nothing
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